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Session One
Continuing Relevance of the Person and Witness of Dietrich Bonhoeffer
· Political Context
· True Patriotism
· Biography and Theology
· Usefulness for Congregational Life
· A Theological Companion
Centrality of Jesus Christ: Christology
Bonhoeffer’s Christ-centered theology was the foundation for his early, consistent, and lasting resistance against religious and political authoritarianism. Throughout church history, Christology has provided the impetus for Christian efforts for social justice.  
· Sanctorum Communio: “Christ existing as community”
· Harlem: Abyssinian Baptist Church—Spirituals and Embodied Faith
· Christology Lectures: “Who” Jesus Christ as a living person pro me and not only to the “How” of doctrine. Jesus Christ centers human existence, history, and nature
· Bethel Confession of 1933
· Barmen Confession of 1934: In six bold theses, Barmen affirmed core commitments of Christian faith.
· Jesus Christ, as he is attested for us in Holy Scripture, is the one Word of God which we have to hear and which we have to trust and obey in life and in death.
· We reject the false doctrine, as though the church could and would have to acknowledge as a source of its proclamation, apart from and besides this one Word of God, still other events and powers, figures and truths, as God’s revelation.
· Life Together: Intentionally Christian community for resistance
· Discipleship: Sermon on the Mount as a Way of life
· Ethics: Conformation to Jesus Christ
· Letters and Papers from Prison: Prayer and Righteous Action for a non-religious Christianity
Life Together
"Bonhoeffer believed that the preachers' seminary should not be a fellowship for its own sake, but that it needed to prepare its seminarians for the Church Struggle: 'the goal is not monastic isolation but rather the most intensive concentration for ministry in the world.' Only this could overcome the 'isolation' of parish ministry and the 'burden of proclamation'." Christiane Tietz
Three aims:
1. Soul care
2. Mutual care
3. Neighbor care





Chapter One: Community
1. Jesus Christ lived in the midst of his enemies (27).
2. The physical presence of other Christians is a source of incomparable joy and strength to the belever (29).
3. Christian community means community through Jesus Christ and in Jesus Christ (31).
4. Christians are persons who no longer seek their salvation, their deliverance, their justification in themselves, but in Jesus Christ alone (31).
5. A Christian comes to others only through Jesus Christ (32).
6. When God’s Son took on flesh, he truly and bodily, out of pure grace, took on our being, our nature, ourselves (33).  [vicarious representation]
7. On innumerable occasions, a whole Christian community has been shattered because it has lived on the basis of a wishful image (35).
8. Christian community is not an ideal we have to realize, but rather a reality created by God in Christ in which we may participate (38).
9. Spiritual love recognizes the true image of the other person as seen from the perspective of Jesus Christ (44).
10. The exclusion of the weak and insignificant, the seemingly useless people, from everyday Christian life in community may actually mean the exclusion of Christ; for in the poor sister or brother, Christ is knocking at the door (46).




Session Two
What were some of the challenges to Christian faith in Nazi Germany?
Religious justification of authoritarianism was widely propagated by theologians and church literature in Nazi Germany. The Godesberg Declaration, for example, shows how church support for National Socialism had advanced by March 1939. 
National Socialism attacks any claim to political power by the churches, and makes the native National Socialist ideology prerequisite for all. In doing this it is carrying on Martin Luther’s work in the ideological-political field and helps us thereby to a true understanding of the Christian faith in all religious aspects. 
Signed by a third of the Protestant bishops, the Godesberg Declaration endorsed the Nazi restrictions on churches and the arrest of Confessing Church leader, Martin Niemőller. The response by the Confessing Church was weak and unable to counter the dejudaization of the church and secessionist claim of German Christians: “Christian faith stands in unsurmountable religious opposition to Judaism.”  
The “Institute for the Study and Eradication of Jewish Influence on German Church Life,” founded at the Wartburg Castle on May 6, 1939, provides a case study for the cooptation of the Protestant Church by the Nazis. Under the direction of Professor Walter Grundmann, the Institute pursued an active antisemitic agenda until the defeat of Nazi Germany in 1945. Dozens of theology professors contributed to its teaching and publications, hundreds of pastors attended conferences, and thousands of church members were influenced by its publications and events. 
Grundman’s ambitious goal was the complete dejudaization of German Christianity. He wrote: “We approached the work of the Institute with the conviction that Jewish influence on all areas of German life has to be exposed and broken, indeed also in the religious-ecclesiastical realm.”  The most influential impacts were through the publication not only of scholarly books but popular literature, including materials for congregational use: a dejudaized New Testament, hymnal, and catechism. 
Luther was portrayed as a heroic figure for authorizing the anti-Semitic propaganda and policies of the Nazis. Kristallnacht was seen as the fulfillment of Luther’s prophecy. Anti-Jewish views were shared broadly among Christians, even in the Confessing Church. Resistance to Nazism was undermined by the anti-Semitic interpretations shared by most Christians in Germany with race as the organizing principle.



How do the Christian people and their leaders survive such a time as this? We cry out like the disciples, “Lord, teach us to pray!” 
Bonhoeffer taught his students to be centered in prayer, meditation, and worship as a posture for life in resistance.
In the midst of this movement to eliminate Jewishness from Christianity, Bonhoeffer taught his students to pray the Psalms.

“Here we know that Jesus Christ, the Word of God, teaches us to pray. The words that come from God will be the steps on which we find our way to God. Now there is in the Holy Scriptures one book that differs from all other books of the Bible in that it contains only prayers. That book is the Psalms. At first, it is something very astonishing that there is a prayerbook in the Bible.”

Dietrich Bonhoeffer and Praying the Psalms
· A “devotional” book; the last one to be published in his lifetime (in 1940)
· Arose out of the worship practices at Finkenwalde
· Bonhoeffer prayed the Psalms, found spiritual strength, and encouraged others to do so
· To teach and write about the Psalms, Prayerbook of the Jewish people, at the end of the 1930s was itself an act of resistance.
· Bonhoeffer already had been forbidden to teach publicly or publish books, so this small book on the Psalms led to controversy with the political and church authorities.
· Bonhoeffer claimed it was a devotional resource and not scientific exegesis
· Theological interpretation: we pray “in and through Christ”
· Vicarious Representation in Christ Jesus: God and Human
· Praying the Psalms through Jesus Christ (multi-leveled)
· Jewish Prayerbook
· Jesus the Jew prays the Psalms
· The church prays the Psalms through Jesus Christ
· I pray the Psalms through the church of Jesus Christ
· God hears our prayers through Jesus Christ
In times like these, we also need to be deeply grounded in prayer! 
· To be centered in relationship with God in Christ
· Bonhoeffer sought to ground his life and his students deeply in prayer
· Christian prayer is mediated through Jesus Christ: “…in Jesus’ Name, we pray…”
· Jesus taught his disciples the Lord’s Prayer
· Bonhoeffer taught that the Lord’s Prayer is based on Jesus praying the Psalms
· The Lord’s Prayer is a summary of the Psalms, and the Psalms are an elaboration of the Lord’s Prayer: 
· Addressed to God (Our Father…)
· Praise (Hallowed…)
· God is King who brings kingdom (Thy kingdom…)
· God wants shalom (Thy will…)
· Necessities of life (Daily bread)
· Reconciliation (Forgive us…as we forgive)
· Deliverance (Lead us not into temptation…)
All human experience is encompassed when we pray the Psalms or the Lord’s Prayer as a summary of the Psalms. 
“How is it possible that a human being and Jesus Christ pray the Psalter simultaneously? It is the incarnate Son of God, who has borne all human weakness in his own flesh, who here pours out the heart of all humanity before God, and who stands in our place and prays for us. He has known torment and pain, guilt and death more deeply than we have. Therefore it is the prayer of the human nature assumed by Christ that comes before God here. It is really our prayer. But since the Son of God knows us better than we know ourselves, and was truly human for our sake, it is also really the Son’s prayer. It can become our prayer only because it was his prayer. Who prays the Psalter? David (Solomon, Asaph, etc.) prays. Christ prays. We pray. We who pray are, first of all, the whole community of faith in which alone the entire richness of the Psalter can be prayed. But those who pray are also, finally, all individuals insofar as they have a part in Christ and in their congregation and share in the praying of their prayer. David, Christ, the congregation, I myself—wherever we consider all these things with one another, we become aware of the wonderful path that God follows in order to teach us to pray.”

















Session Three
Daily Life at Finkenwalde: Intentionally Christian! 									influenced by monastic order
· Silence until morning worship
· Morning worship
· Lengthy readings of the Psalms (Psalter every week)
· Hymns
· Chapter of Old Testament
· Long section of New Testament
· On Saturday, DB’s commentary
· Prayer and extemporaneous prayer
· Hymn
· Benediction
· Breakfast
· 30 minutes of meditation in room (assigned text for the week)
· Theological studies (Discipleship, Preaching, etc.)
· 30 minutes of unison singing before lunch
· Meal, often with readings
· Theological studies
· Evening games and music (including the spirituals)
· Evening prayer
