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Continuing Relevance of the Person and Witness of Dietrich Bonhoeffer
· Political Context
· True Patriotism
· Biography and Theology
· Usefulness for Congregational Life
· A Theological Companion
Centrality of Jesus Christ: Christology
Bonhoeffer’s Christ-centered theology was the foundation for his early, consistent, and lasting resistance against religious and political authoritarianism. Throughout church history, Christology has provided the impetus for Christian efforts for social justice.  
· Sanctorum Communio: “Christ existing as community”
· Harlem: Abyssinian Baptist Church—Spirituals and Embodied Faith
· Christology Lectures: “Who” Jesus Christ as a living person pro me and not only to the “How” of doctrine. Jesus Christ centers human existence, history, and nature
· Bethel Confession of 1933
· Barmen Confession of 1934: In six bold theses, Barmen affirmed core commitments of Christian faith.
· Jesus Christ, as he is attested for us in Holy Scripture, is the one Word of God which we have to hear and which we have to trust and obey in life and in death.
· We reject the false doctrine, as though the church could and would have to acknowledge as a source of its proclamation, apart from and besides this one Word of God, still other events and powers, figures and truths, as God’s revelation.
· Life Together: Intentionally Christian community for resistance
· Discipleship: Sermon on the Mount as a Way of life
· Ethics: Conformation to Jesus Christ
· Letters and Papers from Prison: Prayer and Righteous Action for a non-religious Christianity
Life Together
"Bonhoeffer believed that the preachers' seminary should not be a fellowship for its own sake, but that it needed to prepare its seminarians for the Church Struggle: 'the goal is not monastic isolation but rather the most intensive concentration for ministry in the world.' Only this could overcome the 'isolation' of parish ministry and the 'burden of proclamation'." Christiane Tietz
Three aims:
1. Soul care
2. Mutual care
3. Neighbor care





Chapter One: Community
1. Jesus Christ lived in the midst of his enemies (27).
2. The physical presence of other Christians is a source of incomparable joy and strength to the belever (29).
3. Christian community means community through Jesus Christ and in Jesus Christ (31).
4. Christians are persons who no longer seek their salvation, their deliverance, their justification in themselves, but in Jesus Christ alone (31).
5. A Christian comes to others only through Jesus Christ (32).
6. When God’s Son took on flesh, he truly and bodily, out of pure grace, took on our being, our nature, ourselves (33).  [vicarious representation]
7. On innumerable occasions, a whole Christian community has been shattered because it has lived on the basis of a wishful image (35).
8. Christian community is not an ideal we have to realize, but rather a reality created by God in Christ in which we may participate (38).
9. Spiritual love recognizes the true image of the other person as seen from the perspective of Jesus Christ (44).
10. The exclusion of the weak and insignificant, the seemingly useless people, from everyday Christian life in community may actually mean the exclusion of Christ; for in the poor sister or brother, Christ is knocking at the door (46).

